Reconstruction of axillary burn contractures with the latissimus dorsi fasciocutaneous flap.
Standard management of axillary burn contractures has been scar release and the use of skin grafts, despite the common problem of incomplete graft take, prolonged splinting, extended physical therapy, and recurrent contractures. A recent development in plastic surgery has been the "super flap" or fasciocutaneous flap. A series of axillary burn contractures released with the latissimus dorsi fasciocutaneous flap has been reported by Tolhurst. Our series of ten patients confirms that the latissimus dorsi fasciocutaneous flap is the treatment of choice for the release of severe axillary burn contractures.